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YYYY 
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                University of Baghdad, Iraq BVM&S 2006 Veterinary Medicine & 
Surgery 

 
                University of Baghdad, Iraq 
 

Master  2009 Veterinary Pathology 

                Texas A&M University, USA PhD  2019 Biomedical Sciences 
(Veterinary Pathology) 

 
 

Positions and Employment  
ü 2009-2013, Lecturer Assistant, Department of Veterinary Pathology & Poultry Diseases, College of 

Veterinary Medicine, University of Baghdad, Iraq. 
ü 2014-2019, PhD student, Department of Veterinary Pathobiology, College of Veterinary Medicine & 

Biological Sciences, Texas A&M University, USA.  
ü 2020-present, Lecturer Ph.D., Department of Veterinary Pathology & Poultry Diseases, College of 

Veterinary Medicine, University of Baghdad, Iraq. 
 
Contact Information 

ü Email address: omar.h@covm.uobaghdad.edu.iq 
ü Phone number: +964 7711511579 

 
Teaching 

ü Veterinary Pathology, Department of Veterinary Pathology & Poultry Diseases, College of Veterinary 
Medicine, University of Baghdad, Iraq. 

ü Morbid Anatomy, Department of Veterinary Pathology & Poultry Diseases, College of Veterinary 
Medicine, University of Baghdad, Iraq. 
 
Honors and Awards 

ü 2009   Certificate of appreciation, Dean of College of Vet. Med, University of Baghdad, Iraq. 
ü 2010   Certificate of appreciation, Dean of College of Vet. Med, University of Baghdad, Iraq. 
ü 2012   Certificate of appreciation, Dean of College of Vet. Med, University of Baghdad, Iraq. 
ü 2017   CVM-GSA Fall Travel Award, $1000, College of Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences, 

Texas A&M University, USA. 
ü 2021   Certificate of appreciation, Dean of the College of Vet. Med, University of Baghdad. 
ü 2021   Certificate of appreciation, Iraqi Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research. 
ü 2022   Certificate of appreciation, Dean of the College of Pharmacy, University of Al-Nahrain. 
ü 2022   Certificate of appreciation, Iraqi Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research. 



Research Compliance and Biosafety 
ü Biological Select Agents and Toxins (BSAT)  
ü Biosafety Level II and III Trainings 

 
Research Grant 

ü Graduate Student Research Trainee Grant $5000. College of Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences.  
Title: The role of Osteoclasts in Brucella-induced Osteoarticular Disease. Awarded in February 2017. 
 
Participations 

ü 2019 Annual Brucellosis Research Conference, Khalaf, O. H, Chaki SP, Garcia D, Larry J. Suva, Dana 
Gaddy, Arenas-Gamboa AM: Role of Osteoclasts in the Pathogenesis of Osteoarticular Brucellosis. 

ü 2018 Annual Brucellosis Research Conference, Khalaf, O. H, Garcia D, Chaki SP, Ficht TA, Arenas-
Gamboa AM: Mature Osteoclasts Support Replication and Survival of Brucella abortus. 

ü 2nd annual CVM Graduate Student 3 Minute Thesis Competition, October 26, 2018: Mature Osteoclasts 
Support Replication and Survival of Brucella abortus and S19. 

ü 3rd Annual Postdoctoral Research Symposium, 3 minutes Flash talk, Wednesday, September 19, 2018 at 
Thomas G. Hildebrand, DVM ’56 Equine Complex: Mature Osteoclasts Support Replication and Survival 
of Brucella abortus and S19. 

ü 2017 Annual Brucellosis Research Conference, Khalaf, O. H, Garcia D, Chaki SP, Ficht TA, Arenas-
Gamboa AM: Characterization of the NOD-scid IL2rγnull   Mouse Model to Study the Safety of B. abortus 
S19 ΔvjbR Vaccine Candidate in Brucella-Induced Osteoarticular Disease. 

ü 2017, 98th Annual Conference of Research Workers in Animal Diseases: Khalaf, O.H, Garcia D, Chaki 
SP, Ficht TA, Arenas-Gamboa AM: Characterization of the NOD-scid IL2rγnull   Mouse Model to Study 
the Safety of B. abortus S19ΔvjbR Vaccine Candidate in Brucella-Induced Osteoarticular Disease. 

ü 2017, Texas Branch of the American Society for Microbiology: Khalaf, O.H, Garcia D, Chaki SP, Ficht 
TA, Arenas-Gamboa AM: The use of NOD-scid IL2rγnull Mouse as a Model to Study the Safety of B. 
abortus S19ΔvjbR Vaccine Candidate in Brucella-Induced Osteoarticular Disease. 

ü 2017, Spring Research Symposium, January 26, 2017: Khalaf O. H, Garcia D, Chaki SP, Ficht TA, 
Arenas-Gamboa AM: Title: NOD-SICD IL2Rnull Mouse as a Model to Study Brucella-Induced 
Osteoarticular Disease.  
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Reprogramming of Host Kinase Signaling in Response to Fungal Infection. Cell host & microbe, 21(5), 
637–649.e6. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chom.2017.04.008. 

11. Al-Mzaien, A. K., Khalaf, O. H., AL-Neamah, G. A., & Al-Naimi, R. A. (2016). Study Some of the 
Histopathological Changes of Acute, Subacute and Chronic Lead Acetate Toxicity related to Catalase 
Activity in Blood of Adult Male Wistar Rats. Kufa Journal For Veterinary Medical Sciences, 6(2). 

12. Eman H. Al-Taai1; Omar H. Khalaf; Fawziaa. S. Kadhim, & Rajiha A. AL-Naimi (2016). Histological 
Morphology and Pathological Changes in Liver of Rats Naturally Infected with Larval Stage Cysticercus 
fasciolaris of Taeniae taeniaeformis. The Iraqi Journal of Veterinary Medicine. 40 (2). 26-30. 
https://www.iasj.net/iasj/download/1bf917df35355bf7. 

13. Anwar Ibrahim Obaid, Layla Hashim Alol1, Aous Kahtan Al-Mzaien, Omar Hussein Khalaf (2015): 
Effect of crude polyphenol extracted from black olive fruit (Olea europae) on male reproductive system 
of rats. The Iraqi Journal of Veterinary Medicine, 39 (1), 62-69.  

14. Khalaf, O. H., Al. Jeboori, K. H., & Yassen, N. Y. (2014). Study of Pathological Effects of Crude 
Extract of Portulaca oleracea L. in the Treatment of Transplanted Mammary Tumor in Female Albino 
Mice Immunized with Candida albicans. Global Journal of Bio-Science & Biotechnology, 3(1), 23-27.  
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